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The week was warm and dry. Temperatures
averaged from eight to ten degrees above normals. Only
light amounts of precipitation averaging less than a tenth
of an inch occurred in the central and southwest portions.
The remainder of the State was dry.

GENERAL

Nebraska farmers and ranchers experienced another
week of hot, dry weather conditions, according to the
Nebraska Agricultural Statistics Service. Weather
conditions this past week further stressed dryland crops and
pushed ahead maturity of all crops. Rapid deterioration of
crop condition, in some areas, was reflected in the

individual crop conditions in this report. Irrigation wells
continued to supply water to later planted crops as many
irrigators have applied their last water of the season and
are preparing for harvest. Other farm activities included
silage harvest, harvest equipment preparations, wheat
seeding preparations, and dry bean harvest.

harvesting activities continued with a few reports of grain
harvested. Overall, crop development continued well ahead
of normal.

Soybean condition declined last week and was rated
at 7% very poor, 39% poor, 38% fair, and 16% good.
Reports indicate that some fields are turning color early
due to the hot, dry weather and in some cases, plants have
dropped pods. Moisture is needed in order to limit yield
losses.

Sorghum condition also declined and was rated at
14% very poor, 23% poor, 44% fair, and 19% good.
Weather conditions last week moved the crop toward
maturity at a faster than normal pace and remains well
ahead of normal in coloring and ripening. Spot harvesting
occurred last week. Sorghum fields not headed out remain
a concern.

Alfalfa was rated at 14% very poor, 35% poor,
26% fair, 24% good, and 1% excellent. Third cutting
activities progressed last week and remain ahead of last
year and the average.

CROPS

All corn condition declined and was rated at 6%

very poor, 9% poor, 32% fair, 45% good, and 8% excellent.
Dryland corn continued to experience stress from heat and
lack of moisture with only 10% rated at good or better.
Irrigated corn was rated at 72% good or better. Silage

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range condition was rated at 63% of
normal, also a decrease from last week. Many pastures
have turned brown and need moisture to obtain new

growth and grazing potential. Supplemental feeding of
cattle on pastures became more widespread due to the
reduced grazing available.

FIELD WORK PROGRESS AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS DISTRICTS STA LAST LAST

AS OF SEPTEMBER 1, 1991 NW I Nc I NE I c [ EC I SW I SC I SE TE WEEK YEAR AVER-AGE

% corn dented 58 76 85 74 87 95 87 98 85 61 51 69

% corn mature 2 7 19 7 31 9 7 35 18 4 2 13

% sorghum turning color 40 45 40 47 85 71 59 82 76 47 35 60

% sorghum mature 0 3 2 S 20 5 l 19 15 3 1 6

% soybeans turning color 0 36 46 32 36 39 32 40 40 10 21 28

% soybeans dropping leaves 0 14 5 5 15 9 3 ll 10 0 4 6

% alfalfa thtrd cutting 44 60 85 100 85 92 88 73 79 73 77 76

DAYS SUITABLE AND SOIL MOISTURE CONDITION
AS OF AUGUST 30, 1991

Days suitable 6.9 6 8 6,9 6.9 6 8 6.9 6.7 6.9 6.9 6.7 6.9

Topsod mmsture - Short 100 88 100 100 100 92 100 100 98 91 74

(Percent) . Adequate 0 12 0 0 0 8 0 0 2 9 25

- Surplus 0 O O 0 O 0 0 0 0 0 1

Subsoil moisture - Short 53 88 95 87 92 75 92 100 86 78 61

(Percent) - Adequate 47 12 5 13 S 25 8 O 14 22 39

- Surplus 0 0 O 0 0 0 O O 0 O 0
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